
SPECIAL FEATURE 
SEAOHUN Network Steps in to Help 
Address Critical Gaps in COVID-19 
Pandemic Response



The COVID-19 pandemic has left no country or community untouched by its effects. Governments, 
Universities and international programs (among others) have been forced to think critically about how to 
move forward amidst health regulations and limitations, with in-person meetings, activities and trainings 
forced to be delayed or even cancelled. The USAID One Health Workforce Next Generation (OHW-
NG) project was in the midst of first year start up with the majority of activities planned to be held 
in-person, when the COVID-19 pandemic threw all plans into flux. The Southeast Asia One Health 
University Network (SEAOHUN) Network dynamically adapted activity plans and seized the opportunity 
to identify how best to address critical gaps in the One Health workforce related to COVID-19 response 
efforts in Network countries. 

The SEAOHUN Secretariat in collaboration with the OHW-NG Global Consortium and eight One 
Health University Networks (OHUNs) in Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, 
Thailand, and Vietnam, identified opportunities to enhance the capacity of faculty members and in-service 
and pre-service health professionals to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic. This was made possible with 
USAID emergency COVID-19 response funding.

Using emergency funding, the SEAOHUN/OHUNs, in partnership with the OHW-NG Global 
Consortium worked with local Governments and stakeholders to identify the best ways to support 
ongoing COVID-19 national response efforts. Activities were built upon the resources and technical skills 
available through the Networks and aim to not only reduce the spread of COVID-19 but also strengthen 
the capacity of human resources for health to prevent, detect, and respond to future pandemics. The 
three primary areas of activities fall under the categories of infection prevention and control, diagnostic 
testing and surveillance, and risk communication and community engagement (RCCE).

As an example of these activities, the Philippines One Health University Network (PhilOHUN) began 
a webinar series titled “Ensuring quality of Public Health communication, diagnostics, and infection 
prevention and control on humans and animals in response to COVID-19”. The goal of this activity is 
to inform members of the academic community, healthcare units, and local government on the risks 
presented by the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. The first webinar in the series, conducted on September 
9th, 2020, attracted 144 participants. Eight sessions are planned for every other week through December 
16th, 2020.

In total, 26 new activities in all 8 OHUNs were proposed and funded to support COVID-19 response 
efforts through December 2020, a monumental achievement considering the limitations posed by the 
ongoing pandemic. The ability to adapt workplans to a changing environment and target needed gaps in 
pandemic response activities highlights the importance of the Networks to build the capacity of the region 
to respond to emerging health threats. 


