
SPECIAL FEATURE 
COVID-19 WILL NOT STOP CREATIVITY: 

One Health Students Taking Advantage of 
Lockdown to Help Raise Virtual Awareness of the 
Effects of COVID-19 in their Communities



It was fun, though not 
easy to convert the 
content from scientific 
journals into laymen’s 
language. I enjoyed 
developing infographics 
rather than just putting 
words. Thanks to 
SEAOHUN, OHW-
NG and USAID for 
this opportunity to 
spend time wisely 
while being in 
confinement.

–COVID-19 Digital 
Awareness Challenge, 
One Health Student 

Competitor

“This pandemic has pushed us to become agents of change,” 

said Maria Angelica, a 4th year veterinary student from Universitas Gadjah Mada in 
Indonesia. She is one of four students whose team (team Estungkara) won first-prize in the 
OHW-NG SEAOHUN COVID-19 Digital Awareness Challenge, supported by 
the USAID One Health Workforce Next Generation (OHW-NG) project. Despite this 
year’s unusual circumstances due to COVID-19 health regulations limiting in-person activities, 
the Southeast Asia One Health University Network (SEAOHUN) has been committed to 
offer guidance and opportunities for the future One Health Leaders in the region to learn to 
respond to pandemics incorporating a One Health approach.  

Despite the limitations due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the SEAOHUN team dynamically 
adapted and began engaging students to virtually raise awareness on the effects the 
pandemic has had among their communities. Similarly to Team “Estungkara”, which translates 
into ability to solve problems in Sanskrit, over 200 students across six Asian countries 
(Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Thailand, and Vietnam) submitted 110 
creative posters, flyers, and videos they developed to raise awareness of COVID-19 in their 
communities believing that students can bring positive changes even with the COVID-19 
restrictions. One Health students took the challenge to heart and were able to look at the 
problem from different angles. 

A team of judges representing all participating countries and the OHW-NG Global 
Consortium expressed difficulty picking the winners from the 13 finalists as the submission 
content was original, creative and informative. In the end, the judges made a tough call to 
select four winners:

“
”

I was amazed, 
speechless, and 
beyond happy when I 
heard about the result. 
It was unexpected and 
still feels unbelievable 
to me. Who could 
ever think that a girl 
from a small urban 
area in Malaysia would 
win the first prize in an 
international contest?

–Ainaa, COVID-19 
Digital Awareness 

Challenge, One Health 
Student Competitor, 

Universiti Sultan Zainal 
Abidin, currently in her 
4th year of Bachelor of 
Animal Production & 

Health 

“
”

1st PRIZE (VIDEO): 
Team “Estungkara,” Indonesia (Rayhan Naufal, Maria Angelica Maryatmo, 
Jasmine Rizal Saphire, Michelle Virginia Ongko)

1st PRIZE (POSTER): 
Ms. Ainaa Sabihah bt Mohamed Anuar, Malaysia

2nd PRIZE (VIDEO): 
Team “Wismaya,” Indonesia (Savana Annisa Rahmah, Fitria Yuliana, Faisal 
Amathistka, Lutfi Aditya Nugraha, Muhammad Naufal Prayitno Putra)

2nd PRIZE (POSTER): 
Team “Fahra,” Indonesia (Elfahra Casanza Amalda, Farah Alhamidah)



Team Estungkara shared their insights on what made this SEAOHUN Student Competition unique: 
“First, it helped us to see a bigger picture of the world. Secondly, unlike most international contests, 
it was done online and without registration fees, which is important for students like us. And third, 
it was not limited to just veterinary students. Our friends from other departments could participate. 
SEAOHUN’s competition promoted the spirit of inclusiveness and removed boundaries.” 

Opinions of over 130 respondents to a post-competition survey echoed the viewpoints of the winners. 
The participants said that through this competition they learned a great deal about COVID-19, 
improved their communication skills, and felt they did something meaningful for their communities. 
SEAOHUN and the OHW-NG Global Consortium continue to adapt to the realities of COVID-19 
utilizing technology and the human spirit to raise the capacity of the next generation of One Health 
workforce to respond to emerging health threats. This is the first Global OHW-NG One Health 
student activity with future ones to come building upon the excitement generated from the Digital 
Competition. 

1st prize-winning poster (Ainaa Sabihah bt Mohamed Anuar) 2nd prize-winning poster (Team Fahra)




