
SPECIAL FEATURE 
AFROHUN Senegal Uses Innovative 
Virtual Technology through the ECHO 
Platform to Strengthen National 
COVID-19 Response Capacity



In direct response to the growing pandemic and gaps in response capacity at the national level, 
AFROHUN Senegal quickly pivoted to organize two ECHO sessions focusing on COVID-19 
for faculty, students and heath care workers in the country. Project ECHO (Extension for 
Community Healthcare Outcomes) which began in 2003, helps build virtual communities of 
practice that focus on increasing the capacity of health workers worldwide. Project ECHO is a 
partner of the One Health Workforce – Next Generation (OHW-NG) Global Consortium and 
has been actively helping connect experts around the globe on COVID-19 related topics.

The two AFROHUN Senegal ECHO online training seminars featured experts and researchers 
from Senegalese universities and government organizations involved in COVID-19 response 
efforts. The ECHO sessions provided an excellent opportunity for over 100 participants (faculty, 
students, and frontline health workers) to actively engage with the panelists to enhance their 
knowledge on the epidemiology of COVID-19, multisectoral approaches for outbreak response, 
and best practices for COVID-19 infection prevention and control (IPC). 

The first session in July 2020, entitled “Capacity building on epidemiological aspects and 
management of COVID-19 in Senegal”, focused mainly on strengthening communication around 
the pandemic and sharing knowledge among university networks comprised of both students 
and faculty. Topics covered included COVID-19 epidemiology, immuno-pathology, COVID-19 
response strategies implemented in Senegal, communication, and community engagement.

The second session, which was held in August 2020, focused on strengthening the capacity of 
Senegalese health workers on case management and IPC measures during treatment. Participants 
learned best practices for COVID-19 infection prevention and control measures, approaches to 
COVID-19 detection in the laboratory, and patient care in Senegal. 

The free sharing of research and expert knowledge, experiences and strategies from various 
experts in Senegal, was an enriching way to network and increase COVID-19 pandemic 
response capacity while working remotely due to COVID-19 safety measures. Following the 
success of these events, AFROHUN Senegal is planning future online workshops on various 
other health topics of national priority. “I think that these two webinars have highlighted the 
complementary nature of the approach adopted in the response. These sessions can be the 
starting point for future sessions that could focus on other public health issues but in more 
depth.” Sara Danièle Dieng, AFROHUN Senegal Country Manager 

The COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted the importance of the virtual community of practice in 
bringing together healthcare workers around the globe who are on the frontlines responding to 
emerging health threats, both present and future, as well as thinking critically on how to create a 
healthier normal as we move forward.

This online training 
session helped us 
better understand 
the proper use of 
barrier measures and 
their importance with 
regards to COVID-19. 
I would like to say 
thanks to the panel 
that presented the 
national situation and 
the role that we can 
play as public health 
actors.

–Djiaguil Arthur Diatta, 
Pharmacist

“
”

This ECHO session 
gave us confidence 
in the means and 
systems put in place 
for the management of 
COVID-19 in Senegal 
in addition to the 
reminder of the barrier 
measures.

–Abiezer Dingam, 
Student in Veterinary 
Science & Medicine
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”


